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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – February 3, 2020 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Robert 
Goodrich, Roberta Visser, Jane Johnson and Linda Hunt.  
 
ABSENT 
None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Town Administrator Michael Branley, Ben Dreyer, P.E. and Brendan Nallan from Underwood Engineers, Director 
of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Jeff Littleton from Moosewood Ecological. 
 
MINUTES 
The members considered the minutes from the meeting of January 6, 2020.  

There was a motion by Johnson to approve the minutes of meeting of January 6, 2020. There was a 
second to the motion by Hunt and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Master Plan Update – Natural Resources Focus Group – Matthew Bachler 
Bachler spoke about focus groups for the update process. All the meetings will be held on Tuesday evenings at 6 
pm at Whitcomb Hall. Bachler suggested one member of the Commission be present for one of the following 
dates:  March 31, April 7th, April 28th. Bachler said referring to the Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) in the 
Master Plan is meant to be a high level view. March 31st was the date chosen and Smith said he would try to make 
the meeting. Bachler said the NRI would be an appendix to the Master Plan. 
 
Home-based Business Application – Base Hill Road 
Bachler said this application has already been approved by the Planning Board and there was no need for futher 
discussion. 
 
Winch Hill Road Subdivision 
Bachler passed out a plan for the proposed subdivision which is scheduled for the Planning Board review on 
February 13th. He spoke about the delineated wetlands area and he said there is no proposed impact on the 
wetlands. There will be four residential lots the smallest of which is 3.09 acres and the largest being 5.64 acres. 
Minimum lot size is 3 acres in the district so no need to go to Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA). Bachler spoke 
about the location of wells on the lots. He noted the 75-foot radius around each well which is minimum distance 
to leaching fields. 
 
Bell Property Subdivision on Whitcomb Road 
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Smith spoke about the Whitcomb Road subdivision in need of a wetlands permit, which is in the hands of the New 
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES). Johnson said the Planning Board gave conditional 
approval for the subdivision based on obtaining approval from NH DES for the wetland permit. 
 
Airport Development 
Bachler spoke about the fueling station at the airport which Visser has raised as a concern. He said he did not hear 
anything back, but the new Airport Manager started his job today and Bachler said he would follow-up. Use of 
foam was discussed. Bachler said he learned that fire suppression training does not include foam for either the 
City of Keene or for Swanzey Fire Departments. Visser asked what measures will be put in place in case of gasoline 
spill. Bachler said NH DES has regulations and inspection requirements for those types of facilities. Bachler said he 
is asking what the Airport will need to do to comply with State regulations. Visser and Bachler will continue to 
monitor the situation and keep in contact when there is new information. 
 
Mt. Cresson Forestry Management Plan – Agreement 
Smith passed out the Forestry Services Agreement and asked the commission members to approve Smith to sign 
the document. 
 

Hunt moved to authorize Smith to sign the agreement for Mt. Cresson Forestry Management Plan with 
Meadowsend Consulting Co. based on past discussions, second by Visser and all were in favor. Motion 
passed. 
 

The Recording Secretary obtained a scanned copy of the document and emailed an electronic copy of the signed 
document to Jeremy Turner at Meadowsend Consulting Co. 
 
Barry Conservation 4-H Camp Status – Johnson 
Johnson reported Braedon Audet will be receiving the scholarship to the camp, Fish Camp division, July 5 – 10th 
and the cost is $510. She noted that the Commission previously approved a scholarship of $500. Payment must be 
received by June 1, 2020. They will be sending out information to the families and Johnson will ask for an invoice. 
Johnson said Mike Morrison is working with Johnson on this project since the student will need to come up with 
the $10. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Moosewood Ecological Field Work – Report and Invoice 
Littleton passed out copies of the Report to the members. Smith said the work done was remarkable and urged 
the members to read the entire report. He referred to recommendations made by Littleton. Littleton spoke about 
the structure of this report in relation to the original NRI. He spoke about the various sections included in the 
report. He noted photos were included to help readers understand the content. He said he included a section on 
invasive species. Biodiversity was observed and included in the report. He said there are a number of bird types at 
the airport wetlands. E-Bird website was also used as part of the research for the report.  
 
Smith asked the members to review the recommendations. Smith said some of these ideas need to be picked up 
by the Planning Board or other groups. Discussion included the idea that a parcel size and how it stacks up as an 
important asset to the Town needs to be considered for planning purposes. Hunt pointed out this information 
helps to identify which projects to pursue for conservation purposes. Another recommendation was to update the 
Open Space plan and Johnson said the conservation commission could do that along with the focus groups 
planned by Bachler. The NRI will be incorporated into the Master Plan. Auditing current Zoning regulations is 
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recommended and it was suggested that Bachler needs to be involved with updating Zoning regulations. Smith 
spoke about working with adjacent communities on common goals. Community outreach was discussed. Johnson 
noted that there was public outreach by the former Open Space Committee. Johnson said it would be good for 
the Conservation Commission to have a booth at Old Home Day like the Open Space Committee used to do.  
 
Johnson said she would inform the Planning Board and try to inform members, and she added that someone from 
the Zoning Board of Adjustment should be informed. There was a suggestion that someone from the ZBA be 
invited to attend the next Conservation Commission meeting to inform those members about conservation issues. 
Bernard said she would relay a request from Smith to the Chair of the ZBA inviting a member of the ZBA to attend 
the next Conservation Commission meeting. 
 
Invoices from Moosewood Ecological, LLC were considered. 
 
Invoice dated January 20, 2020 for the following services: 
Task I – Meetings   $ 130 
Task II – Ecological Assessments  $ 655 
Task III – Report    $2535 
     $3320 
 

Hunt moved to approve payment of the Invoice of January 20, 2020 from Moosewood Ecological, LLC in 
the amount of $3,320, second by Goodrich, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Invoice dated February 3, 2020 for the following services: 
Report Reproduction (15 copies) $344.25 
 

Motion was made by Visser to approve payment of the Invoice of February 3, 2020 from Moosewood 
Ecological, LLC in the amount of $344.25. There was a second by Goodrich. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Pine Street and East Shore Road Wetlands Permit Application 

 Pine Street 
Ben Dreyer, P.E. was present to request action by the Conservation Commission on the application. Pine 
Street was discussed first. Dreyer said work will be done from Eaton Road to exit for the Recycling Center 
(about 2800 feet) but there are no wetlands except for beginning of the work at the rail trail which is 
experiencing ponding that occurs on the right side of the road after a rain storm. Options were discussed 
in regard to a nearby stream. He referred to Option A which be to open up the bank of the stream so that 
the water that has been ponding on the road can enter the stream. A 10-foot wide swath would be cut to 
allow the water to flow into the stream. Hunt asked if adding water would create any issues. Dreyer said 
the pipes would be perforated and the soil is sandy so there should not be an impact. Goodrich asked 
about Dickinson Forest and Dreyer said they do have to sign off on the project as well. Dreyer spoke about 
another option which would be to cross over the rail trail in a culvert. There would be a drainage swale. 
Dreyer said the Department of Public Works (DPW) would be the authority for maintenance purposes and 
the Director of DPW, Glenn Smith, wants a culvert for ease of maintenance. Dreyer said, however, that 
New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT) prefers the first option, opening the bank to the 
stream. Dreyer said sign-off is not needed tonight, but Branley added the group could authorize the Chair 
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to sign should agreement be made as to which option to move forward with. He summarized three 
options for the Town: 
 

o A – Is the outlet to the stream that would require cutting/removing a 10 foot section of stream 
bank.  This would require a wetlands permit. 

o B – Is the cross culvert under the Rail Trail.  This would require a wetlands permit and NHDOT 
approval 

o C – Is a closed drainage system with pipe and catch basins on the side of the road. This does not 
require a wetlands permit. 

 
The Town prefers Option B – the cross culvert under the Rail Trail, so if this moves forward with NHDOT, 
an application would be submitted for the wetland impacts and it would be minimum expedited.   

 
Motion was made by Johnson to authorize the Chair to sign an Expedited Wetland Permit should 
one be required for the Pine Street reclamation work as engineered by Underwood Engineers. 
There was a second by Visser. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 

 East Shore Road 
Dreyer spoke about fixing the road and said there are two existing cross culverts that need to be replaced.  
He noted another area where ponding occurs and there should be a culvert there. A total of three culvert 
crossings will be needed. He referred the members to where the new culvert would be needed. This work 
requires a wetland permit. He referred to photos showing the water ponding on the road. The pipe will 
allow the water to cross where it wants to flow to under the road rather than over the road. He referred 
to replacing two culverts that need replacement because they are in bad shape. Dreyer said an Expedited 
Wetland permit is required for this work. 

 
Motion was made by Johnson to approve of an Expedited Wetland Permit for work to be 
completed on East Shore Road involving three culverts as engineered by Underwood Engineers 
and authorizing the Chair to sign the permit. The motion was seconded by Hunt. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
New Hampshire Wetland Rules 
This item was tabled until next meeting. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith passed out the expenditure report covering January 2019 to December 2019. $13,435.51 has been spent. 
 
NH Coverts Volunteer 
The program enables participants to agree to return to their communities and motivate others to become 
stewards of the state’s wildlife and forest resources. Johnson referred to a workshop to be held at the Harris 
Center that can be attended by those interested. 
 
Protection Cutback Streams and Wetlands 
Smith passed out information about the Trump administration cut backs on Federal protections for streams and 
wetlands. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Visser and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


